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CHIPKO MOVEMENT

Subhra Saha

Chipko movement was born in a small hilly village, at the himalayan region of
Uttarakhand (then part of Uttar Pradesh), Advani in Tehri Garhwal district of Uttar
Pradesh and was a strongest forest conservation movement in India.The illiterate
adivasi women led this movement in Dec,1972.1t challenged the old belief that
forests mean only timber and emphasized their roles as the basis of human life.The
women symbolically tied sacred threads around the trees,faced police firing in
February 1978 and later courted arrest.The movement continued under the
leadership of Indian environmentalist Sri Sundarlal Bahuguna in various villages and
his creation of the Chipko's slogan. Their plan was to plant five Fs -
food,fodder,fuel,fiber,fertiliser and the slogan is "Ecology is permanent economy
”The support for the movement came mainly from the womenfolk.Chipko
movement is a movement that practiced methods of Satyagraha where both male
and female activists from Uttarakhand played vital roles, including Gaura Devi,
Suraksha Devi, Sudesha Devi, Bachni Devi and Chandi Prasad Bhatt, Virushka Deuvi,
Govind Singh Rawat, Dhoom Singh Neji, Shamsher Singh Bisht and Ghanasyam
Raturi, the Chipko poet, whose songs are still popular in the Himalayan region.Today,
beyond the eco-socialism hue, it is seen increasingly as an ecofeminism movement
(not to be confused with Feminist Movement). The Chipko women believed that the
trees were alive and could breathe like them.Thus trees should be respected. The hill
women used fruits, vegetables, roots from it in times. Dependency on forest
resources was institutionalized through religion, folklore, oral tradition etc.The
Chipko movement was against tree felling which is nationally and internationally
discussed as the peoples’ ecological movement for the protection of natural
environment. Men migrated to the plains and women were left to cope with an
Impoverished existence and they are provided for old and childrenWomen
repeatedly challenged administrators and politician stating, planning without fodder,
fuel, water.The forests were these women’s home. Gaura Devi led 27 village women
to prevent the contractors and forest department personnel, about 60 men in all
from entering the Reni forest to cut 2,145 trees. While the women blocked the
narrow passage leading to the forest,the men used all sorts of threats and also
misbehaved with the women. But the women bravely refused to budge.They
successfully understood the leadership roles by this movement.On 26 March 2018, a
Chipko movement conservation initiative was marked by a Google Doodle on its 45th
anniversary. In 1987, the Chipko movement was awarded the Right Livelihood Award
for its dedication to the conservation, restoration and ecologically sound use of
India's natural resources.






SIS ARCAF QeI TOIRA-2 SIOF MF OIFICe (@RI AR iefRIcs (Ko qiren et 2ren Sy €< 2S]
8 YOIAFe FARA| ARMGT 5395 AN 9F (AF OIS B NRMIR 4 FIOEA @ I T ACR|
SToqRd FRCH &S T sk fFAINGIE siforaee A ok [Rere vo Ixta vyl AR AE @ I3t =elS
2055 MCEA IGEHICS o5 TRECR ford TeERS @ Wl [eeiTewma vk TRy 2fiaens a3 wreifaa
@S] FRE| TRfOF AF NI IR GRS ARSI FICT 08 *OIH IGAS (JCOCR| Ol e
ITFANMAS T U (QUGR| K015 T MY sy b 2 a@eiiee Jo3 2=

GERITE ARSI Tel Y SIS T AHAI S35 (18 O 2zl fefEe (e beite| ©R G
(198 S Torold| @3 Nifpels By Q-eeid 931 IR R0 (olte 2l 17 92 oz @2 Wwieg Seeme|
APTOLF T W€ Fl T 1, OFF s F70e A (! A 1| TG Hoyeld FR &P (FOld Qe
el 55 BEBIfITS TeTold RS TR | ANl (TSI &AFS (AF AT IF (A 7o g fz0e ez
OIF elf S (T T ST S A | T[T QAT R F0© HIR0R A1

T fHtew G (e BIR0e St PHIiRE @Ire 27 @i e S| (RIG (=6 TS5 0 @ReTte
OFB T WD F JIB! (0O 2| (T A FA Ty @ISy IeTt 0% | ARHE 79709, 2is afer
b1, SCATERIS IBICT, SR ST A5 (=G (215 ST 51 e G ee et 9! 79 qnet
S (TS A | A Tt @ «ifsee qrerg o s st Mg 3@ 2w ofsfb st @8 Tt
QGT HRCOR FIA| NS 27 SSHAl S FAT WS (SR -1 (OF & (AF @R 9o &rsi
SIS AR FUT A2 SIe AT | WF SR ARS8 MR | AT TR @y Bt @ o1 7w &
RS AL 1| O ATANF ARTS 2 BHE G601 JF i T2 (1STF G5 | AN a2 77 “ifera
AfSfB ST 2 AR TR QI A 2R RIS SRS (6 B Gy A 101 Ffersica sice!
Sfgrew HHieTgid AFAR 52T 1 @Y FAC© WHA 20 A N 2 A1 (FOIF Q4 HE 3% 3 A0
LI NIHCHS BTN QB0 (SN2 I QF M ({05 AFE Oy SIS Fte SIeTdis RG A OIRCE HI+d
ASFOIE WG W Hevo! Ia Hfo 0 WCIF| ST A3 (@7 IR Al Tt S AR 5 I%d
NS O-BAT (FS SIS A

-GS (TG (LB WM Wieew #ifed Frpee [Nares 20 8io1 He AT et (AR e o Sws
ftea 9SG @fe e 2@ @ Jad AR SN o 738 AR I e wrsEr Wb e
AfF| O Il OFDS T AGLI 1| O TG QUF2 Q2 AFMT FIR WML 7 A RBRT e Tfpe |
QAN ATIEAE GF01 T (O TS ST GF61 E (Sl F 581 Tl YT nghId|




NARMADA BACHAO ANDOLAN

‘Like the Ganges it is a sacred river and from source to mouth it is by very for the most beautiful
river in India’. Further, ‘of all the rivers of India none is surrounded by more romance; for strange
fantastic beauty it ranks high among ther rivers of the whole world’ (Geoffrey Maw, p.2).The
above description is of the river Narmada, the largest west-flowing river in the Indian peninsula,
that arises on the plateau of Amarkantak in the Shahdol district of Madhya Pradesh. It covers the
states of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat and parts of Rajasthan. Its course is 1312 kms to
the Arabian Sea through lush forests, hills,agricultural regions and rocky gorges. It has around 41
tributaries, surrounded by 3 mountain ranges of Satpura, Vindhya and Maikal, and on the fourth
side merges into the Arabian Sea. On its basin, the villages constitute 81% and comprise mainly
tribal population consisting of Bhils, Gonds, Baigas and others whose primary occupation is
agriculture. The Narmada basin is rich in its natural resources.The Narmada Valley Development
Project According to the Planners of India, Narmada valley is a backward region that lacks
irrigation facilities. The mineral and natural resources are unexploited, hydro-electric power is
under-utilised and infrastructural facilities are dismal. The features of the underdevelopment like
low electricity consumption, little industrial activity, slow urban growth, below average
agricultural yields, lack of modern medical, educational and banking facilities were very much
evident.Though the idea of the project was conceived in 1946, the states through which the river
takes its course have got entangled in deciding the resource use, the area to be irrigated and
sharing of water. The project commenced after the Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal (NWDT)
gave its consent for the planning and work on the largest single river valley project in India.The
project also promised to provide employment, to check floods, supply water for domestic and
industrial use and promote tourism. In reality, the project not only lacked meticulous planning but
also careful implementation as it involved a large-scale exploitation of natural resources on the
river basin, threatening to submerge the vast areas of forest and agricultural land. The region
being geologically seismic zone, the earthquakes posed severe threat to the region, threatening
an acute damage to the dam. Over 150,000 acres of forest land came under the submergence
threat and the total area of forest under the threat of flood constituted around 350,000 hectares,
amounting to around 11% of the river basin’s forests. The submergence also posed immense
pressure on the adjoining areas and its land resources due to large scale migration of people,
threatened by the submergence fears.The NWDT laid down certain directives to take care of the
displaced people and the compensation that needs to be paid, in place of the land they have lost.
It called for an adequate resettlement grant, and the provision of basic amenities like housing
sites,primary schools for children, health dispensaries and transport facilities. The directives did
not contain the provision for land acquisition for the displaced and directed the latter to acquire
land with the resettlement sum provided by the government.



It had also posed new challenges like unemployment and inadequate measures of
alternative incomes in the new villages. The rehabilitation efforts varied from state to
state with Gujarat providing better compensation and resettlement facilities as compared
to Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. With no hope for secure economic future, the
displaced launched the Narmada Bachao Andolan in order to assert their rights and
ensure justice. The Andolan is one of the longest struggles against a development project
in the post-independent era,asserting the rights of the displaced and demanding an
adequate compensation package for such communities.The Narmada Bachao Andolan or
the Save the Narmada Movement is essentially a movement against the pattern of
development as mentioned above. It is a crusade to ensure justice of the affected people
due to dam construction. The main thrust of the Andolan is to oppose the Sardar Sarovar
Project, the largest dam to be built on the Narmada. The struggle started in 1985, relied
on hunger strikes, solidarity marches and mass media publicity to spread awareness of
the issue, making it one of the pioneering non-violent struggles undertaken to ensure
justice to the people. In 1989, it became a fullOfledged environmental and livelihood
movement, vehemently opposing the dam construction and demanding a just
resettlement policy. Medha Patkar, an inspiring leader of the movement, undertook
several fasts and hunger strikes that eventually led to an independent review of the
project by the World Bank, one of the sponsors of the project and eventually to its
withdrawal in 1995. The activists of the movement faced stern police action and lathi
charges throughout the course of the struggle. The activists who took part in the struggle
hailed from Badwani, Omkareshwar, Alirajpur, Jhabua and so on.The issue was finally
taken to the Supreme Court wherein the NBA filed a written petition asking the Court for
the stoppage of the dam construction. The initial ruling of the court was favourably
disposed towards the NBA, ordering the stoppage of the work and asking the state
governments concerned to evolve effective resettlement and rehabilitation policies. But
the subsequent orders allowed for the dam construction but with specific conditions.



The Grievance Redressal Committees were formed in the respective states to look into the
issues of rehabilitation and monitor the process of resettlement. The ruling of the Court in
2000 envisaged the completion of the project as expeditiously as possible,thus assuming the
role of a ‘vigilant observer’. On October 18, 2000, the Supreme Court of India delivered its
judgement on the project, allowing an immediate construction on the dam upto a height of
90m. It also authorised the construction as per the original planned height of 138m, provided
it is approved by the Relief and Rehabilitation Subgroup of the Narmada Control Authority.
Though the verdict was not in favour, the NBA continued its incessant nonviolent struggle;
following an unwarranted police action against the activists,the Jabalpur High Court
recognised the displaced people’s right to protest, hunger strike and peacefully conduct their
struggle. It passed orders to the state government to adequately compensate those
satyagrahis who were subjected to illegal arrest and police action. The issue of rehabilitation
was discussed again recognising their right to life and livelihood. Many of the activists courted
arrests, waged non-violent struggles and demanded land-based rehabilitation for the landless
apart from the demand to take action against the corrupt officials involved in disbursing the
funds to the resettlers. There were also massive struggles as the Indira Sagar and
Omkareshwar affected people continued their indefinite hunger strike for many days and
were joined by others who started three-day relay fast in solidarity. It was evidently clear that
the people have asserted their resolve to carry on the struggle, with peaceful agitations to
achieve their full rights and just demands.But the subsequent hearing of the court and its
verdict severely reprimanded the officials concerned to carry out the rehabilitation of the
displaced without which the dam construction may be halted. While allowing the continuation
of the dam construction, the court passed strict orders for the rehabilitation work that
required an immediate attention simultaneously.For its consistent non-violent struggle, the
NBA won the ‘Right Livelihood Award’ that aimed at bringing justice to the society at large.
The movement also witnessed an active participation from Baba Amte (1914-2008), known for
his yeomen service to the leprosy patients in the tribal areas. As aptly noted by the Right
Livelihood Award panel, ‘The issues of land for the displaced, the rehabilitation policy at a
national level and development planning without displacement have become national issues
with NBA interventions, influencing policy making and mass movements. NBA has been
effective inits multiple strategy at the executive, legislative and judicial level, campaigning
against thedestruction and displacement caused by large dams and for the rights of the
affectedpeople — farmers, laborers, fishermen and others’.

.'I'







ATGUTAT GICAMT (M ATGT WA
SUCERIC

frgre fFd TForD Awdl 4R FH-@H! (go TP AfFFIG | a2 “SqLLT St (R0 Y WA AFG
frgia SRR (7o ¥ @ AT AT AW WG FIRACT (N SRS GBI Tl | Ao aF6! R oirsy
AR OF Ol B FIOUE (I HTAR G2 GFHOAGIE — “SULT SICE] (A S B @1 Q2 TH0IE At
wofa, Fifes wefq FRIa | Wvig &itg WIfSe At wiefq, Ot &1ofq, Sifecy =1efq, S-A-e (oled |efq — @3
I I SEA! AW FCF S A58 SR |

a2 (oI SFCAoIf S TR weftgd fared ot ey, @<imaemeg o= facy, @az s ag s
ARG oI SI13Q1E @ @ e feifo-wferlie s qgime @R G aeify ome SiqaE ©E-5i b
T O FAGATY, TG IF FAG-THNC0F AR AN Alalof FRGENR Ao G1R =ffrFoEa «me @
ST TS &G 20T @O IV 410 Y S st oitd A (i 98 SHCG1fA611 GFBT (NG 911 Cofs Fed
ETOIAE FIC (MBI ST (T AN IR0, 9T Nodld, a1, IHfGS-S7= TG (T WAl SATAm!
@ SA, (7 S YL (KTS-SHATSIS I HIAIF IRCAR AF OF ST [F 9 THEFGIf Q61 SN A
GG F G GH0! NCI AN WA M FCF THHE FAH |

ST (AT AR AN SIF ORI SIS Trgal | SIF (R ORI MG A AL (T FAC Cofe 20T (AR TS
SRS NS FGT A | SFCABIF IF SN oG FeT0=el (T “SIIG FGy 7el R VW BIF F51940IF Sl |
SR T TS 0T ©© (3 G G B9 2oz Jes! RN fAre e 86 |

NI 9 TROGIAA OFF BT SIS e zrEwel sose Aed afee e o o 1 95s
SHIERS Y T THCADIEce 93 pEars-afe @2 e g o R siem s 78 9164
AT | “Irwd RIga Frifes Siae T SItrg S@riiond STeay wifels 9O (IR I9IKa2| &Iid (13 gt T4
32 ©17 ifes Qi T Q3 SoHB FI6T (BS! T O (B! HILUTSIS 20T T

98 THCADIECS AMISEE QA SIS FT AR, OIS WG 8 OIF 2 giNalid AN R, O e
IR (P DA SRS 2T FIA 20T SICAT ©f SR | QI e Joad T MR, (7 NS Rega F
MR | W FE IRF FU AN | Y Jrad AT Bl Golte T o Smitd FAT MR, SR MLEd
R P (02 FF (N FCF g 6 20 SSCA1 2 FAG | i€ Fo & M @ aff sfes fefrd o w1
I | SHFCABITF OF ST W[ I IR, “(F for Tl (ATF A9 (G S (ot @R fayrs =
G @ AF FF TS 26| T GFG @1 for Oell (ATF Ao Wy, 92 &6 oz aAfead) @ne
fadsre| 5@ oF st ST S| Sef @i, (37 ATl SIE0e S | A Q8 S (@ BCF G5 A Ma],
SR SR §F (ST Sred | "SI SITA (RGeSl NB” — ¥ SSwma ATof Kce 11| g A qivst
(S ({06 IS B (O FANG 0 (M B FI |




RECITAL SPHERICAL

An Offside Art Magazine

News Press & Publication

Contact n0.9/7/48582717

Gmail : recitalspherical@gmail.com




